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was a courtyard, in the middle of which a fine and odoriferous
shrub of the verbena species attested the semi-sentimental
rurality of Nejdean townsmen; the practice of nursing one or
two plants, to give a city residence something of a country air,
not being confined to London and its balcony flower-pots.
Within the courtyard stood also a kitchen, separated from the
rest of the dwelling. On the other side we had a good-sized
chamber, of which I made my druggery and consultation room.
Its roof was flat, like that of the K'hawah, and both were sur-
rounded by a high parapet; a wooden staircase led up to the
one terrace, and a flight of stone steps to the other. Another
small room had been converted by the late tenants into a store
for furniture and provisions not requisite for immediate use,
and of this they kept the keys, to our exclusion.

We were here not too far from the market-place, yet at a
decorous distance from the palace, and exactly in the quarter
where dwell the fewest Zelators and none of the old Wahhabee
family; indeed, this part of the town had the reputation, bad
or good, of being not only the least bigoted, but even a sort of
stronghold for the party of progress, since even Ri'ad owns such.
Lastly, we became hereby next-door neighbours to the talkative
Na'ib, whose mixed shrewdness and simplicity, ready tongue
and broken Arabic, rendered him always an amusing and some-
times an instructive companion. In short, we thought ourselves
fortunate in this second selection of lodgings, and took it for a
favourable augury for our business at Ri'ad. Without demur
we cheerfully fell to putting all things in order, and became
decent housekeepers in our way.

Flour, rice, meat, and coffee were, or rather should have
been, regularly furnished us from the palace, of which we were
considered the guests. But finding that we did not much stand
in need of the royal liberality, and that a little show of indepen-
dence would do no harm, we were not over-diligent in asking
for or even in receiving the supply, and it often went by our
easy connivance to the private advantage of the purveyors.
Only we insisted rigorously in obtaining our stated allowance
of coffee, for it was excellent, and our consumption thereof
unbounded. Aboo-'Eysa, who passed two-thirds of his leisure
hours under our roof, had set us up in coffee-pots and other
requisites; to procure a new mortar, similar to that carried off